
   This semester my 6th and 8th graders completed a unit on digital media (Youtube, 
Instagram, Twitter, Snapchat) including a worksheet where they were to plan out and 
answer questions on their own idea for creative content, whether it be a vlogs, DIYs, 
Etsy shops, 3D design, or even voice over work. As the final part of our digital 
citizenship lesson, the students were given a blog post written by Youtube and online 
personality, Meghan Camarena, (Strawburry17) titled “I’m Sorry for the Person I 
Became.” They then wrote quick reflections on the post, along with any questions they 
may have.  

Below are some of the more well-thought reflections, along with their name and grade. 
(Or just grade if they wished to remain anonymous.) Some students really grasped the 
point of the post, while others just had encouraging things to say. In all cases, they 
greatly enjoyed the lesson and definitely walked away with a greater sense of what the 
digital world is like and empathy towards themselves and others.  

REFLECTIONS
——————————————————————————————————————— 

“I thought this was great. She shared her story and it's a good lesson for any beginner 
to learn. Change is not always good. There's a fine line between adjustment and 
change. She is really brave to put herself out there and I hope she continues to do so 
and enjoys her success. I also really liked the lyrics because of how true and real they 
are I think it's a good think that she is making a change that will improve her and help 
her grow as a person.”  - (8th grade girl) 

“I thought this was fantastic. Not many people like to share their story but she did. Not 
only is telling her story but she is giving a lesson. She changed herself for other people 
not because she wanted to. There is a difference between changing something and 
adjusting something. Changing something is not always good but if you do change 
something it shouldn’t be for other people. I like the fact that she went back to her old 
self and she did it because she felt like herself. I also like that she is herself on her 
youtube channel. She started the channel to make friends and I would say she has 
made many friends. The best part about the way she made friends is she did it by being 
herself.” - (8th grade girl) 

“I feel like I’ve been alone and can relate to most of the things you’re saying too. I feel 
like I have changed myself to be more like able and more cared for. It means a lot to 
see you’re courageous enough to tell people how you feel.”  - (8th boy) 

“I felt that the blog was very heartwarming and that she gave her full honesty on the 
topic without a care about what she let people hear and gave the entire backstory to it 
without hiding anything. That is something not many people are willing to admit 



(Especially You-tubers) and that’s what made this blog so significant and special 
because of those reasons. I like how she admitted the reasons she became a you-tuber 
without holding back and explained everything about herself and how she changed for 
the sake of entertaining people and that she hated it.”  - (8th grader) 

“It’s good that you are self-aware about it and your past. People, and your family should 
be proud of you, and so should you.”  - (8th grader) 

“ I understand. Before I moved a couple of year ago all I tried to do was fit in. Even 
though it was only 3rd grade people were already getting bullied, so I tried my hardest 
to make sure I did not end up like some of those people who were. It was not till I 
moved and started going to a different school that I learned it was ok to be myself. Once 
I started to be myself I think it also helped with my grades too. Because without the 
stress of trying to fit in I feel like I started to be able to focus in class better.”  - (6th, girl) 
  **This girl is also in my D&D club after school!** 

“ I like how you can meet people on youtube and start your own community of people 
just like you. I also like how she ended up being herself. Sometimes I can relate to 
having people expecting you to be something you’re not. It was kind of sad when people 
at your school thought you were the bad type of weird but you were also just trying to be 
yourself.”   - (6th grade boy) 

“ You Took something bad and Ignored it. You are the Happiest Youtuber I have ever 
seen (and Silliest) REMEMBER ONE THING, NEVER GIVE UP!!!!!!! “  - (6th grade boy) 

“ When I started reading this article I thought It was going to be something different. I 
didn’t know you had gone through so much and before you were really on YouTube you 
didn’t really care about what people thought of you. I am sorry you didn’t like who you 
were. I am glade that you like who you are now. And I hope you are having a good time. 
I can relate. Sometimes I want to not care what people think...but honestly it’s hard. 
Sometimes when I am trying something new and I mess up I think there is no way I can 
do this, just stop! So I stop and I give up. I don’t like doing that. If someone says 
something mean to me it makes me feel awful.”  - (6th grade girl) 

“ Meghan i wish you the best i hope you like who you are. THANK YOU for making this 
blog post because some people judge books by their cover. When i first saw you i 
thought you were crazy and weird. But now i regret thinking that when i read this blog 
post. Keep doing what you love and you have my support. No one is ever going to be 
perfect. Just tell them to talk to the hand. Meghan, never worry about if you fit in or not. 
Never stop believing in yourself. You’re pretty as who you are and be yourself; crazy, 
weird, funny, happy and kind. Remember, standout from the crowd. Why would you 
want people looking the same and having the same style. Being weird and crazy is the 
new thing.”  - (6th grade girl) 



“ Thank you for the article. It really touched me. You really followed your dreams and 
went for the gold. That’s a beautiful statement. Most people would back down to a 
Youtube Channel. Thank you for sharing her feelings.”  -  (6th grade boy) 

“ I thought that your post was really touching. It punched my heart in the face. (Ow) I 
feel like you should keep going and ignore all your haters. If you believe in yourself, you 
may end up doing what you believed in. (Plus your content rocks) Anyways, if you are 
reading this, I hope you earn 10,000,000 subscribers! Keep up the good work!”  - (6th, 
boy)  

“ Meghan wishes that she can take back for the times in LA. Don’t say that. You should 
never give up on your dreams. I think you're really pretty and so funny. When I read 
your article, I felt horrible that you said those things about yourself that is not true. If 
your friends or family break your heart, talk to them about how you feel. You have done 
so well especially since you made a $35,000 invest! Congrats!! Just keep going and do 
not give up on you hope and dreams!”  - (6th grade girl) 

“ I think it’s good to remind people to be who they are and do what they like, also tell 
them ‘It’s okay not to fit in and be perfect.’ ” -  (6th grade, boy) 

“ The part when she said this "I didn’t need their affirmation or support (although it 
would’ve been nice) to keep pursuing this crazy new career online." got me so happy for 
her.”  -  (6th grade, boy) 

“The song; it touched me. We both like hoodies. If you like hoodies you should keep 
wearing hoodies. You don't have to change yourself. PLEASE BE YOURSELF!!!” -  (6th 
grade, boy) 

“ I liked how she really did say how she felt. I watched your videos last week and they 
were great. I really do understand what you mean by you didn’t need any support but 
you would of liked it, because my  parents are like do you need help and I say no but  I 
really would like help. All the girls my age are into boys, and I still play with American 
Girls. I want to become a snowboarder and I just bought an American Girl set with a 
snowboarding outfit.”  - (6th grade girl)   
      



QUESTIONS
————————————————————————— 
These are some of the questions students have asked. I know they would 
love if you answered them, but I’ve also warned them that you are super 
busy and have a crazy schedule to keep so to not expect anything.  

• What about yourself did you hate changing the most? 
• Is their anything that makes LA special or worth visiting? 
• Did you get a dog that looked like Chewbacca on purpose or did you just chose him 

for other reasons and just decided to name him Chewie cause of the convenience of 
the situation. 

• What does youtube mean to you? 
• Is everything going good so far? 
• Why did you stop believing in yourself? 
• When did you noticed that you were becoming a different person? Where?  
• Why did you start the YouTube thing? 
•  Are you enjoying LA California? 
• How do you like your Strawburry organization so far?  

In conclusion, thank you for allowing me to use your work and talent in my classroom. 
The students especially loved your candid honesty and energetic personality. The kids I 
teach are all very different and as many of them have learning differences or come to us 
because they don’t quite fit in at their previous school, it can a challenge finding ways to 
connect with them on a deeper level and make the material seem personal and 
relevant. Thank you for helping me achieve that and I hope you feel the love they all felt 
for your work!  


